
 

 
Highways 
You cannot have failed to notice the dreadful state of the roads in the parish and across Chesh-
ire East generally. The Highway Authority has a legal duty to maintain the highway, and under 
Section 41 of the Highways Act 1980 it may be exposed to the possibility of actions for breach 
of statutory duty if it fails to do so. 
  
Also, if your car is damaged then you can make a claim against Cheshire East, web address below.  
  
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/highways-licences-and-permits/making-a-
claim.aspx 

To report a pothole or road issue you can do so via the generic Fix My Street portal, though Cheshire East will be moving 
to a new reporting tool sometime this year. https://fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ 

 Defibrillator 
It’s been an enormous source of frustration to all of us, Council and parishioners alike, that the phone box and           
defibrillator at Ackers Crossing have been out of use for such a long time. But the end is in sight. The kiosk itself is 
ready, and now we need to liaise with Scottish Power Energy Networks to ensure that the power supply is installed at 
the same time that the kiosk is delivered and fitted. We hope to be able to give you better news soon. 
 
 Daffodils. 

The daffodils that were planted by members of the Parish Council at the end of Child’s Lane looked absolutely stunning 
this Spring! The Council would like to thank Jon Slack who dug the holes for us, and Sibelco for their generosity in 
providing him for us. Thanks also go to The William Dean Trust for purchasing the daffodils for this these projects. We 
need to tackle the front of the Green in the Autumn to try and improve the daffodils that are  near to the A34.  

Newbold Astbury & 

Moreton Cum Alcumlow 

Newsletter: June 2025 
 

In this edition: 

Highways update 
p1 

Acker’s Crossing     
Defibrillator p1 

Daffodils p1 

Annual Parishes    
Meeting Report 
p2 

Finances p2 

Bent Farm, Sand 
Quarry p3 

Astbury May Day 
2025-full report 
on page 4 

 

 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/highways-licences-and-permits/making-a-claim.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/highways-licences-and-permits/making-a-claim.aspx
https://fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/


 The Parish Council held 11 meetings in the last 12 months attended regularly by Liz  Wardlaw our Ward Councillor. 
Thank you Liz for your work on our behalf. 

 Parishioners have attended meetings to speak in the public session concerning Agena items– mostly highways and 
planning. Items such as accidents, potholes and fly tipping are also reported to the clerk and councillors and we encourage 
Parishioners to report such incidents to Cheshire East on their Website. 

 Highways and traffic issues continue to be of concern and Cheshire East have identified suitable sites on Wallhill 
Lane and Peel Lane where posts for a SID can be positioned. The SID can be moved between the sites to provide us with 
our own data for speed and traffic volumes .   

The new Parish Website has been well received. It is still being modified to make it easier to locate some areas. There 
have been issues with our new Councillor email addresses which we are working to resolve. If you have sent an email but 
have not received a reply, you may prefer to telephone. We will let you know in a future newsletter and on the  website 
when this has been resolved. 

 Councillors Rob Lomas and Nick Barton have left the council. Thanks to them for their many years of service - to 
Rob for his enthusiasm and support of Astbury May Day and other social gatherings and events in the village and to Nick 
for being a valued member of the daffodil team and opening the hall for meetings. We welcomed Sean Harrop to the  
council but we still have a vacancy. If anyone might be interested  in joining to serve the parishes, please  speak with   
Carlton our clerk or any of the team for more information.  

 The new Astbury and Moreton Neighbourhood Plan has been completed This runs to 2030 and forms part of the 
planning  process when planning applications are submitted to Cheshire East. You will find the new Plan and the Design 
Guidelines and Codes on our website This was a lengthy project, set up and headed by former Councillor Nick Sharman 
with a small team including 2 councillors, parishioners and assisted by an external planning consultant. Thanks to them for 
all their hard work on this project. 

The new bench has been installed at Acker’s Crossing. The replacement Telephone kiosk. has been ordered and Carton is 
chasing regularly as we need this installing to enable Scottish Power to  connect the electricity supply to the new          
defibrillator. We will let you know when this has been completed. 

The war memorial project. is still ongoing requiring extensive research with evidence of missing soldiers details being 
passed to the church. 

 Cheshire Wildlife Trust met with a small group of councillors at the common land and have produced a report with 
suggestions for managing the site. The working group will be visiting the site to consider further planting and tree       
management to enhance bio diversity. You may have noticed native daffodils flowering this year. 

 In October, Sibelco handyman Jon Slack dug holes for us at the junction of Childs Lane and the A34 and councillors 
planted daffodils paid for by the William Dean Trust. These flowered well and we have received lots of compliments. 

The additional daffodils planted on the village green have been  rather disappointing this year as one area is quite sparse. 
We will be arranging  soil testing in this area. 

 The newsletter is issued usually 4 times a year and is well received. Please contact us if you have any items of      
interest you think we can include - details are on our website and newsletters. 

 Finally thank you to Carlton for the work he does for us and thanks to my fellow councillors who  all volunteer their 
time working on behalf of the Parishioners. 

Judith Critchlow          Chair 

 Chair’s Report 2024/25. 

FINANCE 2024/2025 



Bent Farm Sand Quarry. A look behind the scenes (hedges!) on a trip round the site in April 2025. 

Courtesy of Sibelco. 



4 4Who are we? Please feel free to get in touch

Judith Critchlow(Chair) 01260272174 (M) Carlton Evans(Clerk)07734808677 Nick Plant(vice chair)07801545402 (A)

Andy Banks 01260 281194 (A)                     Peter Cliff 01260 275700  (M)                    Phill Critchlow 01260272174  (M)                   
Barbara Jelf 01477500541      (M)                    Ian Parry  07917 050 443   (A)         Sean Harrop 07900045495      A)                                        
Carrie Sutton 07979 983915    (A)              Megan Bailey   01260 641292     (A)        Tracey Potts  07780 310 962   (A)    

(A) - Newbold Astbury Ward                         (M) - Moreton cum Alcumlow Ward         

We meet in Astbury Village Hall on the 2nd. Wednesday of every month at 7.30 pm. Please feel free to come along.

Please check the website for the dates of our meetings.

The third Saturday of May can mean only one thing –
Astbury May Day, and 2025 did not disappoint! With   
record crowds we estimate over 3000 people enjoyed the 
celebrations!

The sun shone and there was excitement in the air whilst 
the team from St Mary’s Church, rang the bells as Glebe 
Farm once again opened their gates to play host to 
Astbury’s longest standing tradition!  Rode Hall Silver 
Band led a procession from school to church,  joined by 
the new Astbury May King and Queen, their retinue,   
children from St Mary’s school and local visiting King’s and 
Queen’s. The wonderful church service was led by our new 
rector, Rev Heather Morey-Carter. Then a short walk 
back from Church to Glebe, again led by Rode Hall Silver 
Band, where we welcomed  everyone into the main arena. 
We were entertained by maypole dancing from our school 
children. All MC’d and kept in line by our fabulous team of 
Andrew Bevington, Steve Stoker & Steph Morris! The day 
saw a host of local musicians and dance groups taking to 
the stage.  There was food and drink a plenty, a dog show, 
inflatables, games, competitions, and many stalls in our 
ever-expanding maker’s market!

The May Day Committee, would like to take this           
opportunity to thank all our volunteers, stallholders,    
children & supporters for their continued support of the 
event.    

As a committee, we try to support groups within the    
locality that benefit all ages of our community, from using 
the funds to improve the car park at church, to enhancing 
the IT equipment available to the school, from providing 
safe communities for people to meet,, as well as          
supporting smaller groups to continue to thrive. When you 
support May Day, you make this possible!

We are always looking for volunteers to join our           
wonderful committee. If you are keen to do so please pop 
us a message using astburymayday@gmail.com or via our 
Social Media feeds.

We are a friendly group and very much welcome anyone 
who has an hour to spare to help keep the tradition alive!

The only thing left to say is…..

SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY 16th MAY 2026!

STOP PRESS!

mailto:astburymayday@gmail.com



