ASTBURY+MORETON

Newbold Astbury cum Moreton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parishes, Wednesday 09 April 2025
Astbury Village Hall, 6.30 pm

Clir J Critchlow chaired the meeting. Other Councillors attended in their capacity as
parishioners, not Councillors. Cllr Critchlow welcomed all to the meeting, and those
present approved the minutes of the previous year's meeting — 10 April 2024. Clir J
Critchlow gave her report on the last 12 months as follows:

‘The Parish Council held 11 meetings in the last 12 months attended regularly by Liz
Wardlaw our Ward Councillor. Thank you, Liz, for your work on our behalf.
Parishioners have attended meetings to speak in the public sessions concerning
Agenda items— mostly highways and planning. Iltems such as accidents, potholes and
fly tipping are also reported to the Clerk and Councillors, and we encourage
Parishioners to report such incidents to Cheshire East on their Website.

'Highways and traffic issues continue to be of concern and Cheshire East have
identified suitable sites on Wallhill Lane and Peel Lane where posts for a SID can be
positioned. The SID can be moved between the sites to provide us with our own data
for speed and traffic volumes. The new Parish Website has been well received. It is
still being modified to make it easier to locate some areas. There have been issues
with our new Councillor email addresses which we are working to resolve. If you have
sent an email but have not received a reply, you may prefer to telephone. We will let
you know in a future newsletter and on the website when this has been resolved.

‘Councillors Rob Lomas and Nick Barton have left the Council. Thanks to them for
their many years of service - to Rob for his enthusiasm and support of Astbury May
Day and other social gatherings and events in the village, and to Nick for being a
valued member of the daffodil team and opening the hall for meetings. We
welcomed Sean Harrop to the Council, but we still have a vacancy. If anyone might
be interested in joining to serve the Parishes, please speak with Carlton our Clerk or
any of the team for more information.

‘The new Astbury and Moreton Neighbourhood Plan has been completed This runs
to 2030 and forms part of the planning process when planning applications are
submitted to Cheshire East. You will find the new Plan and the Design Guidelines and



Codes on our website This was a lengthy project, set up by the Parish Council, and
headed by former Councillor Nick Sharman with a small team including 2 Councillors,
parishioners and assisted by an external planning consultant. Thanks to them for all
their hard work on this project.

‘The new bench has been installed at Acker’s Crossing. The replacement telephone
kiosk has been ordered, and Carlton is chasing regularly as we need this installing to
enable Scottish Power to connect the electricity supply to the new defibrillator. We
will let you know when this has all been completed. The War memorial project is still
ongoing, requiring extensive research with evidence of missing soldiers’ details being
passed to the church.

‘Cheshire Wildlife Trust met with a small group of Councillors at the Common Land
and have produced a report with suggestions for managing the site. The working
group will be visiting the site to consider further planting and tree management to
enhance biodiversity. You may have noticed native daffodils flowering this year. In
October, Sibelco handyman Jon Slack dug holes for us at the junction of Childs Lane
and the A34 and Councillors planted daffodils paid for by the William Dean Trust.
These flowered well and we have received lots of compliments. The additional
daffodils planted on the village green in October 2023 have been rather
disappointing this year as one area is quite sparse. We will be arranging soil testing
in this area.

‘The newsletter is sent by post and published on our website usually 4 times a year
and is well received. Please contact us if you have any items of interest, you think we
can include. Finally thank you to Carlton for the work he does for us and thanks to
my fellow Councillors who all volunteer their time working on behalf of the
Parishioners.’

Matters raised by Parishioners
None raised.

Presentation

The Very Revd Dr Jeff Cuttell, former Rector of Astbury and Smallwood gave a
fascinating illustrated talk entitled: "Working with child criminals: what the Rector did
next -and why it matters to Astbury’.

The meeting ended at 2000 hrs
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