
Newbold Astbury cum Moreton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting, Wednesday 14 May 2025  

Astbury Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: 

• Councillor J Critchlow 
• Councillor N Plant 
• Councillor T Potts 
• Councillor P Critchlow 
• Councillor M Bailey 
• Councillor B Jelf 
• Councillor C Sutton 
• Councillor I Parry 
• Councillor S Harrop 
• Mr C Evans (Clerk) 

Part 1 – Public and press Forum 

No press or members of the public were present. 

048/25 – Election of the Chair 

The Council unanimously resolved to elect Cllr J Critchlow as the Chair for the 
coming year 25/26. Cllr Critchlow duly read and signed an acceptance of office.  

049/25 – Election of the vice-Chair 

The Council unanimously resolved to elect Cllr N Plant as the vice-Chair for the 
coming year 25/26. Cllr Plant duly read and signed an acceptance of office.  

050/25 - Registers of Members’ Interests 

The Clerk encouraged all Councillors to review their Registers of Members’ Interests 
forms and advise him of any amendments needed.  

051/25 - Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Plant for planning application 25/0725/FUL.  

052/25 - Apologies 

• Cllr A Banks - travel 



• Cllr P Cliff – work commitments 

053/25 Minutes 

The Council resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 09 April are a true and 
accurate record.   

054/25 - Accounts 

The Council discussed and resolved to approve the accounts (see Annex 1 for 
details).  

055/25 – Ward Councillor Report 

No report in Cllr Wardlaw’s absence.  

056/25 – Planning Applications 

25/1035/HOUS - Proposed alterations to existing ancillary outbuilding.  Brook Farm 
Watery Lane, Astbury,  
The Council resolved not to object to the application.  
 
25/0725/FUL - Demolition of existing equestrian building and replacement with a 
detached dwellinghouse and reuse and part alteration of an existing building to form 
a double garage. Peel Farm, Peel Lane, Astbury. 
 
After briefly describing the nature of the application vice-Chair N Plant left the room. 
The Parish Council looked carefully at various elements of it noting that a previous 
application – 23/1355C – had been refused.  
 
In light of the previous refusal the applicant proposes a reduction in scale and 
volume of the development, reuse of part of an existing building and altering the 
overall design to be more in keeping with the character and appearance of the 
surrounding area. The dwelling will no longer interfere with the course of Footpath 
20, no increase in the volume or nature of traffic at the site is proposed and car 
parking arrangements will be adequate.  
 
For these reasons the Parish Council resolved to raise no objection to the application 
as it is consistent with Policies HO1 and HO2 in the revised Neighbourhood Plan. 
(Councillor Plant then rejoined the meeting.) 
 
057/25 – Policies to Review: Standing Orders 

Councillors resolved to approve its Standing Orders unamended. 

 

 



058/25 – Council’s Risk Assessment and Insurance Policy renewal 

The Council reviewed its Risk Assessment in light of the latest quote for parish 
insurance. The Council resolved to renew the insurance policy and adopt the Risk 
Assessment. It was duly signed by the vice-Chair and Clerk.  

059/25 - Highways 

Councillors noted that that the road markings on Dodd’s Lane have almost 
completely disappeared and there had been several car accidents by the bridge. The 
Clerk reported that there had been a delay in installing the posts for the SIDS and he 
will chase this up with Cheshire East Highways.   

060/25 – Village Green 

Cllr Sutton will look into sourcing some gypsum to improve the soil and drainage on 
the Green.  

061/25 – Common Land 

Cllrs reported that there are some daffodils and bluebells at the site but the nettles 
had still not been sprayed off. The Council resolved to commit up to £400 to this 
and asked the Clerk to contract Streetscape to undertake the work.  

062/25 - Expenses and Allowances 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 15(5) the Council resolved to pay 
the Chair an allowance of £250 to enable her to meet the expenses of her office. 

063/25 - Chairman and Members’ Reports 

The Council resolved to make a grant of £500 towards the purchase of gazebos for 
future May Day events if a formal and acceptable request is sent to the Clerk. Cllr P 
Critchlow reported that the names of seven more servicemen for the War Memorial 
had been approved by the diocesan authorities. The Council also resolved that Cllr 
Critchlow should go ahead and purchase some signs to commemorate VJ day and 
additional large poppies to place around the parishes. Cllrs noted that several 
walkers had been confused because of the lack of signage for footpaths at the Green 
and asked the Clerk to contact the PROW team at Cheshire East Council.   

064/25 Clerk’s Report  

The Clerk reported that he had been informed that the refurbished telephone kiosk 
for Ackers Crossing is ready and he will now liaise between Scottish Power and the 
company that will install it.  

The Meeting closed at  2105 hrs 



Annex 1 - Accounts 

Bank Balance as of 30 April 2025: £29,775.76 of which:   

• £6,833.47 - unspent NCIL from 2023 
• £2,625.23 – unspent CIL from 2025 
Received since 1 April 2025:  

• £11,000 – Precept 
• £1,368.33 – VAT Refund 
• £2,625.23 – NCIL  
Payments approved: 

• £122.92 - Clerk for ‘Carbonite’ computer protection/online backup. Includes non-
sterling transaction fee 

• £395.00 – Insurance renewal 

Payments noted since 1 April 2024: 

• £34.99 – Clerk Expenses, printer paper 
• £585.22 – Clerk March Salary 
• £51.50 – NEST Pension 
• £483.98 – CCP, Newsletter 
• £69.12 - TCS Management, Payroll Services 
• £441.40 - HMRC, PAYE 
• £120.00 – Shona Amies, website management 
• £585.22 – Clerk April Salary 

 

 

 

 

 


