
 

Newbold Astbury cum Moreton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parishes, Wednesday 13 April 2023  

Astbury Village Hall, 7.30 pm 

 
Around 30 members of the public were present. Cllr J Critchlow chaired the meeting. 
 
Cllr J Critchlow welcomed people to the meeting and the minutes of the meeting 
held on 12 April 2022 were signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
Cllr J Critchlow summarised some of the activities of the Parish Council over the 
previous twelve months.  
 
The Parish Council held eleven meetings in the past twelve months, the majority of 
which were attended by one of our Ward Councillors, Liz Wardlaw and Patrick 
Redstone. They both continue to support the Council in various matters and 
particularly with highways and planning isues. The Council extended their thanks to 
them both.   
 
The Council is involved in a number of long term projects including work on the 
Common Land at Brownlow Heath and the War Memorial at Astbury Church. At the 
Common Land, following a partial clearance of scrub and nettles last Spring, a new 
native species hedge has been planted together with a mix of several native trees. 
Paths have been created using bark chippings, and last Autumn native daffodils and 
bluebells were planted and native wild flower seeds sown.  
 
More daffodils have been planted along the A34 at the ends of Brownlow Heath 
Lane and Chance Hall Lane. Sibelco who operate the sand quarry at Wallhill Lane lent 
their handyman, John Slack, to dig the holes to help with the planting. The Council 
extended their thanks to John and Sibelco.   
 
After being contacted by a resident at Acker’s Crossing the Parish Council arranged 
to plant an English oak tree there to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
The planting was well attended and it was a pleasure to see so many local residents 
and Councillors on the day. The Council has also agreed to purchase a wooden 
bench for Ackers Crossing to commemorate the King’s coronation.   
 



Work continues to gather evidence about service personnel who were missed off the 
existing War Memorial in the churchyard. This is a long term project to add their 
names to the Memorial and so far 25 have been identified and approved by the 
Church wardens for inclusion.   
 
The update of the Neighbourhood Plan is ongoing. The team held an open meeting 
at the Village Hall last April and this was followed by a questionnaire circulated in the 
Autumn seeking the views of parishioners. Work continues as we need a new 
document to replace the current one since a number of our policies have been 
superseded and new ones need to be included. This new Plan will help to shape the 
character of the parishes for the next five years.  
 
The Council welcomed a number of parish residents to our monthly meetings who 
have spoken on various matters including highways and planning. Parishioners have 
also reported issues to us such as traffic matters, accidents, potholes and fly-tipping.  
 
Residents will also have noted that the work to extract sand in the Parish has now 
moved to fields on the opposite side of Wallhill Lane which will extend the life of the 
existing Bent Farm processing facility. The Parish Council continues to produce a 
Newsletter which, together with the Website, provides information for parishioners 
and lets local groups publicise their activities. We are always happy to receive items 
for inclusion in the Newsletter.   
 
The Council is in the process of replacing the old defibrillators in the parishes. 
Because of their age it’s becoming increasingly difficult to source spare parts and 
keep them functioning. The Clerk is in discussion with Scottish Power and the 
Council’s insurers in light of the fire which damaged both the defib unit and the 
telephone kiosk at Ackers Crossing.  
 
Finally Cllr J Critchlow thanked all the Parish Councillors, who are unpaid volunteers 
and work hard to improve the lives of residents of the two parishes.  
 
Parishioners asked about the daffodils on the Village Green and suggested that some 
additional bulbs should be planted to fill in the bald patches. The Parish Council will 
do some soil testing to see if any improvements are needed. One parishioner talked 
about traffic on Wallhill Lane.  
 
Presentation 
Local amateur historian, Harold John Gilman, gave a fascinating illustrated talk based 
on his book - The Macclesfield Canal: A Journey Through Cheshire – concentrating 
on the section which runs through the two parishes of Newbold Astbury and 
Moreton cum Alcumlow. 
 



Cllr J Critchlow thanked all parishioners for attending.  
 
 
 

 


