ASTBURY+MORETON

Newbold Astbury cum Moreton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parishes, Wednesday 10 April 2024
Astbury Village Hall, 7.30 pm

Clir J Critchlow chaired the meeting. Other Councillors attended in their capacity as
parishioners, not Councillors.

ClIr Critchlow welcomed people to the meeting and the minutes of the meeting held
on 12 April 2023 were signed as a true and accurate record.

ClIr Critchlow summarised some of the activities of the Parish Council over the
previous twelve months. The Parish Council held 11 meetings in the previous 12
months, the majority attended by our Ward Councillor, Liz Wardlaw. Both Liz and
Ward Councillor Patrick Redstone continue to support the Council on various topics
including with highways and planning matters. ClIr Critchlow thanked them both.

A number of parishioners have attended Parish Council meetings to speak in the
public session regarding matters on the agenda, including on planning matters and
highways. Parishioners have also contacted us about issues such as road traffic
accidents, potholes and fly tipping, which appears to have increased following the
closure of the Congleton Household Waste Recycling Centre. Residents can report
these via the ‘Fix My Street’ website.

The Parish Council are involved in a number of long term projects including adding
missing soldiers’ names to the War Memorial. Each soldier has to be fully researched
and the evidence provided to the church authorities for verification. The Council will
continue to update parishioners on progress in the newsletters.

Additional daffodil planting in October centred around the Village Green and grass
banks where there were gaps. The William Dean Trust and Murray’s Nursery on
Magpie Bank provided bulbs and Sibelco, who operate the Bent Farm quarry at
Wallhill Lane lent their handyman, John Slack, to help with the planting. Councillors
were also joined by a number of parishioners to help with the planting. We are
grateful to all the support we have received.



Astbury School were involved at the Common Land in Brownlow last autumn,
planting native daffodils and sowing wildflower seeds. The native trees are
establishing well but the hedge will need some replacement whips. Nettles continue
to be a problem and the Parish Council is looking at a longer term maintenance plan.

Unfortunately the Diamond Jubilee/Commemoration oak tree at Acker’s Crossing
died, but a replacement has been planted and hopefully this will thrive. A concrete
pad has been laid near to the phone box and an oak bench has been purchased,
though installation has been delayed due to adverse weather conditions.

Following the fire at the Acker's Crossing phone box, which housed the defibrillator,
the electricity supply has been made safe and we have obtained costings to acquire a
replacement kiosk of the same design. We are liaising with the Insurance Company
and are hopeful that we will have some news soon.

The Parish Council set up a working group to look at traffic matters in the parishes.
They have dealt mainly with issues at Wallhill Lane, Peel Lane and the Village
Green/A34 junction. The Council intends to purchase a Speed Indicator Device (SID)
which will be moved between the three locations. The SID will also record traffic
numbers so the Parish Council can monitor traffic across the parish.

All households should have received a copy of the draft (revised) Neighbourhood
Plan. Comments were invited from both parishioners and statutory consultees. All
comments received will be reviewed by the Plan team, assisted by our planning
consultant. In light of the revisions to the Neighbourhood Plan the Parish Council will
also update our Business Plan.

As mentioned in recent newsletters we have been working on a new parish website
using the ‘gov.uk’ recommended format and councillors are currently moving to new
email addresses. The website has a fresh, more modern look and should be easier
to navigate.

ClIr Critchlow finished by thanking Councillors, all of whom are unpaid volunteers, for
their efforts in support of the Parish.

Matters raised by Parishioners

Several parishioners talked of the atrocious and deteriorating state of the road
surface on Mow Lane, flooding/poor drainage and the amount of rubbish being
deposited onto the Lane. ClIr Critchlow assured them that the Parish Council was well
aware of this and would continue to press Cheshire East Council to do something
about it. In the first instance she would ask the Ward Councillor, Liz Wardlaw, to take
this up with CE Council.



Presentation

John Carter, local resident, architect and former Chair of the Parish Council gave a
fascinating presentation about historic buildings in the parishes and the architectural
vernacular, with examples of conservation practice and philosophy.

The meeting ended at 2045hrs
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