ASTBURY+MORETON

Newbold Astbury cum Moreton Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, Wednesday 12 July 2023
Astbury Village Hall at 7.30 pm
Present:

e Councillor J Critchlow

e Councillor N Plant

e Councillor M Bailey

e Councillor B Jelf

e Councillor C Sutton

e Councillor A Banks

e Councillor P Cliff

e Councillor P Critchlow

e Ward Councillor L Wardlaw (arrived 1950 hrs)
e Mr C Evans (Clerk)

Declarations of Interest
e ClIr P Critchlow (payment for purchases)
Part 1
Public and Press Forum
One member of the public was present raised concerns about Wallhill Lane traffic.
Apologies:

e Councillor N Barton (indisposed)
e Councillor | Parry (conflicting engagements)
e Councillor R Lomas (conflicting engagements)

87/23 Minutes

The Council resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2023 are a
true and accurate record.

88/23 Accounts

See Annex 1



89/23 Planning Applications

23/2335M - New equestrian building (to replace that approved under application
reference 08/1946/FUL) and retrospective change of use of site for commercial
purposes, change in site entrance gate and change in door material and style to the
existing building.

The Council resolved to object to this application on the grounds that it breaches
conditions of the previous planning permission, which stated that the property could
not be used for commercial purposes. The proposed building and associated yard
are entirely in the green belt, and the re-siting of the building would negatively
impact the visual amenity.

90/23 Community Infrastructure Levy

The Clerk reported that after an email exchange with Cheshire East they had
confirmed that they will grant the Council an additional £2,733.39, bringing the total
to £6,833.47. This could be spent on a range of (infrastructure) items. The Council will
schedule a more in-depth discussion at its next meeting and the Clerk and ClIr
Wardlaw will liaise about it beforehand.

91/23 Astbury Traffic Calming Measures

ClIrs discussed the continuing problem of traffic around Astbury, including frequent
collisions, road traffic accidents and injuries/fatalities. The problem is greater than
official figures show since not all of them are reported to the police. The Council had
previously sent several ideas to CE Highways and they had commissioned a survey
which concluded there was little that could be usefully done, and those (minor)
measures that could be taken would be very expensive. The results of the current CE
Highways route survey are still not available. The Council will schedule another
discussion at its next meeting and invite CE Highways to participate.

92/23 Highways

ClIrs reported that users of Mow Lane were still unhappy with the traffic and signage
which indicated that road repairs and drainage work would be done. Surface
dressing is scheduled between now and mid-August though no timetable has been
made available for other works [possibly now scheduled between end-July and early
September].

93/23 Risk Assessment

The Clerk presented an updated risk assessment. The principle mitigating measure
for most identified risks is the use of insurance. Financial checks and controls are
provided by the Chair and vice Chair. The signatories to the parish bank account
need changing but the Clerk has not been able to do this online despite numerous



attempts. He will try again and also explore alternative banking arrangements. The
Council resolved to approve the updated Risk Assessment.

94/23 Common Land

The Clerk reported that he had left phone messages with the owner of the
neighbouring property to discuss replacing the damaged fence between his property
and the Common Land but had not been able to talk to him in person. Cllrs noted
the large amount of nettles and asked the Clerk to contact Forest Stump to see if
they could spray the area, with a view to sowing more wildflower seeds at a suitable
time. The Council resolved to set aside up to £700.

95/23 Cheshire East

Cllr Wardlaw said the parliamentary boundary review has concluded but there are no
implications for the parish. The Congleton Leisure Centre had reopened with great
fanfare. Cheshire East’s Chief Executive has resigned and there is a lot of financial
pressure on the Council at present. The Macclesfield Hospital maternity unit had
reopened but there are financial and other sustainability questions which will be
discussed by the Scrutiny Committee. The unit is well-staffed and highly trained but
it is not clear if this will have a negative impact on delivery of other services. Clir
Wardlaw has been in touch with CE Highways about bus stops which are either
dangerous for users who have to wait on the road, or non-existent despite being on
the CE bus map. The Clerk and Cllr Wardlaw will follow this up. She has contacted CE
Highways about the path opposite Peel Drive which needs siding out and/or hedges
trimmed.

96/23 Succession Planning

The Clerk reported that Parish Online could provide our website hosting and
redesign using gov.uk standards but could not fill the role previously taken by Nick
Sharman in terms of loading new content. The hosting and redesign etc would cost
less than £400 including the use of the gov.uk suffix on our email addresses.

Councillors felt it would be useful to try to encourage residents from the Ackers
Crossing end of the parish to put themselves forward as candidates for current
councillor vacancies. The Council will revisit the issue in September.

97/23 Chairman and Members’ Reports

The Chair updated the meeting on recent discussions by the Neighbourhood Plan
working group. Funding decisions on support for Neighbourhood Plan revisions have
not yet been taken by central government. It could mean that we might not be able
to apply for more finding. Finalising the Neighbourhood Plan is a convoluted process



but the feeling of the working group at the moment is that the proposed changes
are not so significant to have to go to referendum.

98/23 Clerk’s Report

The Clerk is trying to encourage contractors to put forward multiannual plans for
siding out and weeding along the A34. He has purchased a laptop to replace the old
parish desktop he inherited and which is looking increasingly like it may fail. He and
Cllr Wardlaw had attended the recent meeting with Sibelco where questions about
badger fencing and water/sediment run off on Pitcher Lane had been raised. The
badger fencing would be considered at the restoration phase. Hay bales are being
trialled to slow the flow of water run off onto Pitcher Lane. He had circulated data
from the ONS on the latest national census which could help us target any
communications or services we provide in the future based on the demographics of
the parishes, especially as there are differences between Astbury and Moreton
parishes. Unfortunately errors in the online enrolment process on the NALC website
is preventing him from signing up to the various training opportunities that the
Council has agreed he should complete.

The Meeting closed at 2120 hrs

Annex 1 - Accounts

Bank Balance as of 4 July: £17,972.22
Received since 20 June 2023:

e fnil

Payments approved:

e £96.60 — A Thomson, for Neighbourhood Plan work
e £66.00 — TCS Management (payroll)

Payments noted since 20 June 2023:

e £32.00 — P Critchlow, compost for tyre planting
e £415.63 - Clerk salary
e £30.00 — Mr Gary Roberts, internal audit report
e £307.60 — Clerk PAYE

X

Chairman




